). Klyne's manuscript was undoubtedly in press when this work appeared. His thoroughness leads me to believe that it would be difficult for him to miss one reference in a thousand.
The last chapter (9) on the separation and identification of steroids provides a good analysis of the methods involved, their limitations, and a rather large number of helpful hints for both the beginner and the professional. This work merits serious consideration for use as a required textbook in elementary biochemistry, laboratory problems in steroid chemistry, and as an introduction to the study of steroids. This is one of those useful books that will help to make the coming era of what I should like to call molecular medicine an immediate reality. Scholarly enthusiasm is infectious, and Dr. Speert has been able to communicate to the reader much of his delight in pursuing the historical and biographical aspects of almost 80 eponyms in obstetrics and gynecology. The range of names, places, and periods is wide-from Gabriele Falloppio in sixteenth century Padua to Joe Vincent Meigs in twentieth century Boston. Not every schoolboy knows the history of the Trendelenburg position, Mauriceau's manoeuvre, or Nabothian cysts. In fact, it was with some surprise that this reviewer learned that the latter are not named in honor of the grapes of Naboth's vineyard (I Kings 21) but for Martin Naboth, professor of chemistry in Leipzig in the early decades of the eighteenth century. Scholarship is combined with a felicitous style, and the choice of illustrations is in keeping with both. This is a book which every scientist interested in the female reproductive organs will enjoy savoring at his leisure. WILLIAM B. OBER BIOCHEMICAL PREPARATIONS. Vol. 6. Carl S. Vestling, Editor-in-Chief. New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1958. 105 pp. $5.25. The aim of this series of annual publications is to provide preparative methods frequently needed in biochemical research. There is a discriminating selection of compounds whose inclusion would be most widely useful, and a good choice of methods for their preparation. The presentation is exceptionally lucid. The compounds selected include enzymes, substrates, and cofactors, from all fields of biochemistry. Some compounds chosen are available commercially, but, for a variety of reasons, methods are still needed for their preparation. Thus new methods for isolation of RNA and DNA are included, which minimize degradation occurring during extraction. Isolation of very small amounts of insulin by fibril formation is described; this, however, apparently requires considerable skill, and no mention is made of paper chromatographic methods, which have proved successful in several laboratories. The book jacket lists cytochrome cl. Disappointingly, this must be interpreted, not as crystallization of cytochrome ci, an especially enigmatic cytochrome not yet obtained in crystalline form, but as crystallization of cytochrome c, see footnote one! Cytochrome c containing 0.45 per cent iron is isolated by direct resin treatment of crude tissue extracts, omitting the preliminary isolation of 0.35 per cent iron cytochrome, as described in volume 5. Muscle phosphorylase "a" is now prepared from the "b" form, rather than by the direct isolation described in volume 3, and controlled addition of calcium ions replaces the previous method, which unknowingly depended on extraction of metal ions from filter paper.
The methods chosen for description are authoritative and reliable, and have been checked in laboratories other than those of the submitter; occasional notes by the checkers suggest slight modifications of technique, or record different yields. Many procedures are for isolation from biological material, but some compounds, including phosphoserine, are prepared by chemical synthesis, and others, for example ribulose diphosphate, by enzymatic synthesis. Preparation of the range of compounds covers a variety of techniques, including preparation of acetone powders, zone electrophoresis on starch, and low temperature ethanol fractionation; this is in keeping with the aim of providing experience for students.
Unity is given to a book written by many contributors, by adopting the same plan for each chapter. The first section of each is a concise outline of principles involved in the preparation. There is then a brief discussion of the starting materials. The procedure is described in sufficient detail for its accomplishment without reference to original publications; the last sections briefly describe the properties and purity of the products, and review alternate methods of preparation. The production, circulation, and absorption of the cerebrospinal fluid remains one of the great riddles confronting students of the nervous system. This symposium consists of fifteen presentations of various aspects of the problem by a group of authors representing many disciplines. Their approaches to the subject include many experimental techniques as well as clinicopathological observations of patients with hydrocephalus. The discussion following each paper adds considerably to the reader's perspective of each topic.
The choroid plexus is the subject of a good deal of attention. Kappers' observations on human embryos disclose that the plexus goes through three phases of development, the second characterized by the storage of glycogen in the choroid epithelium, the significance of which is as yet unexplained. The
